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Stanton said General Thomas' order would control. I
questioned it and claimed that the special authority con-
ferred by the act, if the act was of any validity, made the
brigadier independent of General Thomas in governing
the States to which he was assigned.

This seemed the prevailing opinion, but at Stanton's
request, decision was deferred until Friday, he promising
in the mean time to investigate the subject.

March 6, Wednesday. I was with the President on a
little business, and Stanbery was present at the early part
of our interview. The subject of yesterday's decision on
the powers of the brigadiers was introduced by S., who
said he had not a shadow of a doubt in regard to it; he
thinks Stanton and his friends have overshot the mark.

After Stanbery left, the President continued the conver-
sation on the same topic, and if he intended to enforce an
unconstitutional law in regard to the importance of select-
ing the right men for military governors, I urged him to
be certain in regard to his men for those positions and
to have an interview with each before giving them orders.
He assented fully.

I then alluded again to the condition of things here in
Washington. In the event of the Radical leaders succeeding
in then- intrigue to procure an impeachment, the first step
after impeachment should be voted would be to order his
arrest. If he was not prepared to submit to an arrest, was
he prepared to meet it? Whom could he confide in? Who of
the military men, or of the War Department, would stand
by him against an order issued by Congress, or the Senate
as a court, under the signature of the Chief Justice, com-
manding his arrest? I had on two or three occasions, I re-
marked, introduced this topic, not that it was pleasant or
interesting to me, but it was important to him and the
country. Once he had himself brought forward the sub-
ject, but a direct and positive answer by the Cabinet or
some of the Cabinet had been evaded by the Cabinet